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Statement of Informed Consent and Confidentiality of Information

For the Close Associates of Study Participants: Community Sample


This research is being conducted by Professor Brent Roberts in the Department of Psychology at the University of Illinois.  The purpose of this research is to test the relationship between personality and health-related behaviors and how this relationship changes with age.  You have been asked to participate in this study because a friend or associate of yours nominated you as someone who can rate his or her personality.  You will be asked to complete a demographic questionnaire and rate your friend on a personality questionnaire.  These ratings will be used for research only and not for assessment connected with counseling or therapy. The information from this research will be used to improve our understanding of personality development health and will be disseminated in scientific journal articles.  All participants in this research study must be at least 18 years of age.
Every effort will be undertaken to assure the confidentiality of all of your ratings.  Your friend will not be shown your ratings. In addition, this informed consent sheet will be kept separate from any of the data collected in this study, so no names will ever be attached to the data.  Immediately upon collection of study materials, the information that you provide will be stored in computers and locked files under an anonymous number.  Neither your name nor your friend’s name will be directly connected to the data and the statistics compiled from this study will not identify you in any way.  

Your participation is voluntary and you are under absolutely no obligation to answer any questions that make you uncomfortable.  Also, you are under no obligation to complete the assessment procedure.  You may refuse to complete specific ratings, refuse to answer specific interview questions, and you may discontinue your participation at any time.  The decision to participate, decline, or withdraw from participation will have no effect on your grades at, status at, or future relations with the University of Illinois. We believe that the primary risk involved in the study is that several of the questions may be of a personal nature and may make you feel uncomfortable.  

The assessment procedure should take no more than 30 minutes of your time and you will be compensated $10 for your efforts.  

For further information about the experiment, you may contact Professor Roberts at 217-333-2644 or broberts@cyrus.psych.uiuc.edu.  Participants are welcomed to make collect calls to this number if they are from outside the calling area.  Before you leave the experiment, or at any time that you wish, you will be given a copy of this consent form.

If you have questions or concerns about your rights as a participant in the experiment, you should contact the Institutional Review Board at 217-333-2670, irb@uiuc.edu. Participants are welcomed to make collect calls to this number if they are from outside the calling area.

I understand the preceding information and agree to participate in this study.
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